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Drawings 

The proposed drawing correction and/or the proposed substitute sheets of 
drawings, filed on February 4, 2003 and July 16, 2003 have been approved. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 26-31 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Recitations such as "said center portion contacting said first lip at a first point" on 
lines 17-18 of claim 26 render the claims indefinite because it is unclear how the center 
portion of the first lip can contact itself at a first point. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 26-28, as best understood by the examiner, are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nozaki et al. Nozaki et al., in figure 3, discloses a 
door glass run 4 attached to a door sash 2 of a vehicle for sealing between the door 
sash and a door glass 3, comprising a door glass run body having a substantially U- 
shaped cross section and including a bottom wall (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) 
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and first 42 and second 43 legs projecting from the bottom wall, the first and second 
legs each having an end portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) and first 44 and 
second 45 lips extending from the first and second end portions toward the bottom wall, 
the first lip having a proximal end (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) connected to 
the first leg end portion, a distal end portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 3), and 
a center portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) between the distal end portion 
and the proximal end, the first and second lips adapted to slidingly engage the door 
glass, a portion of the first leg defining a protrusion 46 having an arcuate first lip 
engaging surface (not numbered, but shown in figure 3), the center portion contacting 
the first lip at a first point (not shown), and the center portion contacting the door glass 
at a second point (not shown) spaced from the first point, wherein a distance from the 
first leg end portion to the second point is greater than a distance from the first leg end 
portion to the first point. It should be noted Nozaki et al. only need be capable of 
functioning as recited by the applicant to anticipate the claimed invention since the 
applicant is only claiming the subcombination of a door glass run. Since Nozaki et al. is 
at least capable of contacting a door glass (not necessarily the one shown in the figures 
of Nozaki et al.) as recited in the claims, it anticipates the claimed invention. 

Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Okamoto. 
Okamoto, in figure 8, discloses a door glass run 60 attached to a door sash 50 of a 
vehicle for sealing between said door sash and a door glass 54, comprising a door 
glass run body 56 having a substantially U-shaped cross section and including a bottom 
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wall (not numbered, but shown in figure 8) and first and second legs (not numbered, but 
shown in figure 8) projecting from said bottom wall, said first and second legs each 
having an end portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 8); and first 58A and second 
58B lips extending from said first and second end portions toward said bottom wall, said 
first lip having a proximal end (not numbered, but shown in figure 8) connected to said 
first leg end portion and a distal end portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 8) and a 
center portion (not numbered, but shown in figure 8) between said distal end portion 
and said proximal end, said first and second lips adapted to slidingly engage the door 
glass; a portion of said first leg defining a protrusion 62 having an arcuate first-lip 
engaging surface (not numbered, but shown in figure 8), said protrusion engaging said 
first lip at a point closer to said proximal end than to said distal end. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nozaki 
et al. Nozaki et al., in figure 3, discloses a door glass run 4 attached to a door sash 2 of 
a vehicle for sealing between the door sash and a door glass 3, comprising a door glass 
run body having a substantially U-shaped cross section and including a bottom wall (not 
numbered, but shown in figure 3) and first 42 and second 43 legs projecting from the 
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bottom wall, the first and second legs each having an end portion (not numbered, but 
shown in figure 3) and first 44 and second 45 lips extending from the first and second 
end portions toward the bottom wall, the first lip having a proximal end (not numbered, 
but shown in figure 3) connected to the first leg end portion, a distal end portion (not 
numbered, but shown in figure 3), and a center portion (not numbered, but shown in 
figure 3) between the distal end portion and the proximal end, the first and second lips 
adapted to slidingly engage the door glass, the first lip being configured to maintain 
contact with the door glass when the door glass presses the second lip against the 
second leg, the second lip being configured to maintain contact with the door glass 
when the door glass presses the first lip against a protrusion 46 having an arcuate first 
lip engaging surface (not numbered, but shown in figure 3) and having being configured 
to prevent the distal end portion from contacting the first leg when the first leg center 
portion engages the door glass. Figure 3 of Nozaki et al. is silent concerning the 
material of the protrusion being the same as the material of the first leg. 

However, figure 1A of Nozaki et al. discloses an anti-rattling protrusion 47 which 
comprises the same material as the first leg 42. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the first leg 
and the protrusion of figure 3 of Nozaki et al. from the same material, as taught by figure 
1 A of Nozaki et al., to reduce the cost of manufacturing the door glass run. 

Claims 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nozaki et al. as applied to claims 26-28 above, and further in view of Okamoto. 
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Okamoto, in figure 8, discloses a protrusion 62 having an arcuate first-lip engaging 
surface (not numbered, but shown in figure 8), said protrusion engaging said first lip at a 
point closer to said proximal end than to said distal end. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to move the 
protrusion of Nozaki et al., so that the protrusion engages said first lip at a point closer 
to said proximal end than to said distal end, to maintain further prevent rattling by 
increasing the flexibility of the first lip. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nozaki 
et al. as applied to claims 26-28 above, and further in view of Dover. Dover discloses a 
door glass run 30 having a first leg (not numbered, but shown on the right in figure 1) 
and a first lip (not numbered, but shown on the right in figure 1 ), the first leg includes a 
concave notch (not numbered, but shown at the juncture of the first leg and first lip) 
adjacent and partially defined by the proximal end of the first lip. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Nozaki et 
al. with a notch, as taught by Dover, to increase the ease with which the first lip can 
pivot with respect to the first leg. 

Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nozaki 
et al. as applied to claims 32-34 above, and further in view of Dover. Dover discloses a 
door glass run 30 having a first leg (not numbered, but shown on the right in figure 1) 
and a first lip (not numbered, but shown on the right in figure 1 ), the first leg includes a 
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concave notch (not numbered, but shown at the juncture of the first leg and first lip) 
adjacent and partially defined by the proximal end of the first lip. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Nozaki et 
al. with a notch, as taught by Dover, to increase the ease with which the first lip can 
pivot with respect to the first leg. 

Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nozaki 
et al. in view of Okamoto as applied to claims 38-40 above, and further in view of Dover. 
Dover discloses a door glass run 30 having a first leg (not numbered, but shown on the 
right in figure 1) and a first lip (not numbered, but shown on the right in figure 1), the first 
leg includes a concave notch (not numbered, but shown at the juncture of the first leg 
and first lip) adjacent and partially defined by the proximal end of the first lip. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide Nozaki et 
al., as modified above, with a notch, as taught by Dover, to increase the ease with 
which the first lip can pivot with respect to the first leg. 

Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nozaki 
et al. as applied to claims 26-28 above. Figure 3 of Nozaki et al. is silent concerning the 
material of the protrusion being the same as the material of the first leg. 

However, figure 1 A of Nozaki et al. discloses an anti-rattling protrusion 47 which 
comprises the same material as the first leg 42. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the first leg 
and the protrusion of figure 3 of Nozaki et al. from the same material, as taught by figure 
1 A of Nozaki et al., to reduce the cost of manufacturing the door glass run. 

Claim 46 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nozaki 
et al. in view of Okamoto as applied to claims 38-40 above. Figure 3 of Nozaki et al. is 
silent concerning the material of the protrusion being the same as the material of the 
first leg. 

However, figure 1 A of Nozaki et al. discloses an anti-rattling protrusion 47 which 
comprises the same material as the first leg 42. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to make the first leg 
and the protrusion of figure 3 of Nozaki et al. from the same material, as taught by figure 
1 A of Nozaki et al., to reduce the cost of manufacturing the door glass run. 

Claims 1 , 18 and 44 are allowed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 30, 31 , 36, 37, 42 and 43 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art of record, absent applicant's own disclosure, fails to teach the 



Application/Control Number: 09/899,095 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3634 

entire combination of elements set forth in the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior 
art of record fails to teach a concave notch portion at a base end portion of one of the 
lips having a depth equal to or less than 0.5mm. See lines 19-21 of claim 1 , lines 1-2 of 
claims 30, 31 , 36, 37, 42, 43 and lines 20-22 of claim 44. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 22, 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Strimbu whose telephone number is 703- 
305-3979 or 571-272-6836. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday 8:00 to 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 703-308-2486 or 571-272-6867. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory J. Sttfmbu 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 
April 1,2005 




